
Buying evaluation

How do evaluation commissioning approaches 
facilitate and constrain the delivery of 
responsive, people-centre evaluation practices?

Interactive session with AES Fellows 
Chair: Rick Cummings



• Ngunawal and Ngambri

We acknowledge that we meet on Aboriginal land of the Ngunnawal 
and Ngambri people and pay our respects to Elders past and present. 

We also acknowledge Indigenous people who are here today. 



Today’s session: Aim

To gather examples of your experiences with commissioning.

These will be collated for further work this year and next. 

Not looking to solve everything today. 

The heart of it: story telling. 



Facilitators: Duncan Rintoul  & Doyen Radcliffe

Table leaders:
Shan Sheshgir John Guenther Patricia Rogers
Theo Nabben Jess Dart Scott Bayley
Lyn Alderman Anthea Rutter George Argyrous
Marion Norton

And you!

Today’s session: Who’s here
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Q1: Who pays? 
Who has a stake? 

Q2: What is important 
to them about 

the evaluation?

ACTIVITY 1 
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Costs?



Story telling: Your experiences with evaluation commissioning 

1. Brief context
2. What aspect of the commissioning process enabled 

a ‘good’ process and/or a good outcome for the evaluation?
3. What aspect of the commissioning process inhibited 

a ‘good’ process and/or a good outcome for the evaluation?

Each story on its own sheet

ACTIVITY 2 



Comment from each table. 60 second each; beat the clock. 



Thank you for your interest and insights today. 

If you would like to add more comments, please send them to:
marion.norton@gmail.com
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