
Balance of Power Program – The 
three-legged stool approach/ ways 
of working of MERL + Comms



Women's Parliamentary 
Representation 

• CONTEXT :  Globally women are 
still underrepresented in 
parliaments – and the Pacific 
region has some of the lowest 
rates.



Women's parliamentary 
representation in  BOP's Operating 
Contexts: Tonga, Vanuatu and Fiji 



Vanuatu 

2% representation. 

Total of  52 members of 
parliament only 1 female 
member of parliament. 



Tonga 

11%  representation.

Total of 28 members of 
parliament only 3 members are 
women. 



Fiji 

9% representation.

Total of 55 members  of 
parliament only 5 members are 
women. 



What do we 
know: what has 
our 
work/research 
shown us

Problem of low representation of 
women is a longstanding one.  

Barriers shaped by history, 
culture, and political structures

Need for sensitive, locally led 
approaches and ways of working 



What is the 
number or 
trend telling 
us? 



3-legged 
approach/ways 
of working 



Locally Led, 
Culturally 
Grounded 
Ways of 
Working: 
MERL + 
Comms

1. Working with the grain of culture 

2. Locally -led 

3. Collective learning 



Thank you 
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