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We acknowledge the ongoing custodians of the 

various lands on which we work and pay respect to 

Elders past and present and extend that respect to 

Aboriginal people at the conference today.

We would also like to thank each school and local 

community for their generosity. It was a privilege for 

our evaluation teams to be able to enter each 

community and interact with students, staff, Elders 

and community members.
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Acknowledgement of 
Country
People Place Story



The Re-imagining Evaluation Framework 
for the NSW Department of Education 
centres Aboriginal students and 
Aboriginal families and is aimed at 
challenging existing assumptions and 
power relationships in education.
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Stakeholder 
Reflections
In the development 
of the Framework



Overview of the expanded Connected 
Communities Strategy
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• Whole-of-government commitment to working in 
partnership with NSW communities to achieve 
educational and social aspirations for all students, 
and particularly Aboriginal children and young 
people.

• Aims to establish schools as community and 
service hubs and build stronger partnerships 
between schools, the local community and 
government agencies.



Culturally Responsive Evaluation
The Framework in application





Relationships

the criticality of the 
relationships that exist 
within schools and beyond 
to support the learning 
outcomes of 
Aboriginal students (p. 50)
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Aboriginal Education 
Ecosystem

the dynamic interactions 
between people, place and 
initiatives that exist to 
support the cultural, social, 
and educational 
experiences of Aboriginal 
students (p. 46)

Healing

the role schools are 
playing in improving the 
lives of Aboriginal people, 
whilst supporting the 
learning outcomes of 
Aboriginal students (p. 65)

Place

the importance of 
local people, story and 
knowledge that supports 
the learning outcomes of 
Aboriginal students (p. 55)

System supports

Department of 
Education and whole of 
government system 
supports that play a role in 
improving the outcomes of 
Aboriginal students (p. 72)



10



Evaluation Report Accessibility 
Connected Communities evaluation Short clip 1

A couple of women sitting at a table

Description automatically generated

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/education-data-and-research/cese/publications/cese-evaluations/evaluation-of-the-expanded-connected-communities-strategy
https://bcove.video/49EX9UE


Recommendations

We had 15 recommendations for:

• NSW Government

• NSW Department of Education

• Connected Communities Schools

• NSW Government, the Department, and 
Connected Communities Schools jointly
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1 Recommendation made jointly to the NSW Government, 
the Department, and Connected Communities schools

Work together to strengthen communications for 
families, communities and external service providers 

using a range of mediums.



Develop a long-term continuation plan for the
Connected Communities Strategy

Establish a Ministerial working group to ensure cross-
government collaborations that support Aboriginal 

students and families

2 Recommendations were made to the NSW Government



Outcomes

• 10-year extension of strategy

• Establishment of a Ministerial 
working group to ensure a whole-of-
government focus on the 
implementation of the Connected 
Communities strategy.



Embedding practice
• Capacity building
• Community of Practice
• New evaluations
• New methods
• Capturing learnings





Cultural Capability 
Jasmine Craciun (Bachelor of Visual  Communication Design, 2018) 
Jasmine Miikika Craciun is a proud Barkindji, Malyangapa designer and artist with a passion for telling the  stories of, and communicating to, diverse groups of people. 
The Cultural Capability artwork should be viewed in a clockwise direction: Yellow (top left) is "To Know', Green (top right) is "To Do". Pink (bottom right) is "To Belong", Blue (bottom left) is "To Be". 
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