Re-imagining evaluation: delivering a culturally impactful evaluation
with Aboriginal school communities

Dr Jonathan McGuire

Monica McKenzie - Yuin Dharawal

WL
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Education

WE UNIVERSITY OF

NEWCASTLE

AUSTRALIA



Acknowledgement of

Country
People Place Story

We acknowledge the ongoing custodians of the
various lands on which we work and pay respect to
Elders past and present and extend that respect to
Aboriginal people at the conference today.

We would also like to thank each school and local
community for their generosity. It was a privilege for
our evaluation teams to be able to enter each
community and interact with students, staff, Elders
and community members.
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The Re-imagining Evaluation Framework
‘ i for the NSW Department of Education

" N L Jil 1 centres Aboriginal students and

T Sshssmisen, conereoneesmmonerssnresenett’ Aboriginal families and is aimed at

Re'imégining challenging existing assumptions and
Evalua'hon power relationships in education.
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A Culturally Responsive Evaluation Framework ‘\j p/
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Stakeholder

M Evaluation is used Current evaluation
Reflections d .
or two purposes, processes don’t get
In the development ‘to pat t};:l;m the 378_';"' or to the real problem,
‘to belt ya with it, hich is, who defines
of the Framework this shouldn’t be why WHICH IS W0 GBING
o evaloaic what success looks like

and feels like

(REIRGEIR GER G
| am most proud of as
a school leader are not

Hopefully this work

valued by the system. will remind corporate We always say
| hope this work that the source of truth relationships are
provides a time and is in schools. They may extremely important,
space for me to share B behwe"‘i"te"ti°"ed ’ but we never evaluate
th tories and the ut have no concept o :
S0 SHaTIES looking into the eyes of how well people do this

system listens Aboriginal kids across the system



Overview of the expanded Connected
Communities Strategy

* Whole-of-government commitment to working in
partnership with NSW communities to achieve
educational and social aspirations for all students,
and particularly Aboriginal children and young
people.

« Aims to establish schools as community and
service hubs and build stronger partnerships
between schools, the local community and
government agencies.




Culturally Responsive Evaluation
The Framework in application

Principle How

Aboriginal student and family

! Evaluation planning with participants
sovereignty P 9 P P

Cultural introductions to build and

Relationships . .
strengthen relationships

Meeting on country with people

Place
connected to place

Open engagement with a range of

Yarning community stakeholders

Validation, 'sense making' sessions, share
Responsibility and credibility findings — using a range of accessible
mediums






Aboriginal Education
Ecosystem Relationships Healing

the dynamic interactions the criticality of the the role schools are

between people, place and . relationships that exist - playing in improving the
initiatives that exist to ~ within schools and beyond lives of Aboriginal people,
support the cultural, social, to support the learning T whilst supporting the

and educational outcomes of learning outcomes of
experiences of Aboriginal Aboriginal students (p. 50) Aboriginal students (p. 65)

students (p. 46)
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Department of

the importance of Education and whole of
local people, story and government system
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n | the leaming outcomes of {1 _ limproving the outcomes of =

Aboriginal students (p. 55) Aboriginal students (p. 72)
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A Culturally Responsive
Evaluation of the
Expanded Connected
Communities Strategy

Evaluation Report Accessibility

Connected Communities evaluation Short clip 1



https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/education-data-and-research/cese/publications/cese-evaluations/evaluation-of-the-expanded-connected-communities-strategy
https://bcove.video/49EX9UE

Recommendations

We had 15 recommendations for:

« NSW Government

« NSW Department of Education

« Connected Communities Schools

« NSW Government, the Department, and
Connected Communities Schools jointly




1 Recommendation made jointly to the NSW Government,
the Department, and Connected Communities schools

Work together to strengthen communications for
families, communities and external service providers
using a range of mediums.




\ 2 Recommendations were made to the NSW Government

~
) Develop a long-term continuation plan for the

> Connected Communities Strategy
o
M Establish a Ministerial working group to ensure cross-
o O 2 government collaborations that support Aboriginal
~— students and families
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Outcomes

» 10-year extension of strategy

« Establishment of a Ministerial
working group to ensure a whole-of-
government focus on the
Implementation of the Connected
Communities strateqy.




Embedding practice
« Capacity building

« Community of Practice
New evaluations

New methods
Capturing learnings
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Cultural Capability
Jasmine Craciun (Bachelor of Visual Communication Design, 2018)
Jasmine Miikika Craciun is a proud Barkindji, Malyangapa designer and artist with a passion for telling the stories of, and communicating to, diverse groups of people.

The Cultural Capability artwork should be viewed in a clockwise direction: Yellow (top left) is "To Know', Green (top right) is "To Do". Pink (bottom right) is "To Belong", Blue (bottom left) is "To Be".
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