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Tech-based abuse

99.3%

of Australian family, domestic
and sexual viclence practitioners
had clients who experienced
technology-facilitated family and
domestic violence”

3 §

Perpetrators of technology-
facilitated sexual violence
are more likely to be men
than women

2in 3
Australian family, domestic and
sexual violence practitioners
reported seeing text messaging

used ‘all the time' to facilitalf
technology-facilitated abuse

Key findings
62.3%

of Australian adults surveyed
online (aged 18-54) had
experienced technology-

g . b
facilitated sexual violence

9,060

image-based abuse reports
handled by eSafety in
2022-23 - a 117% increase
on the previous year"‘
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victim-survivors of image-based
abuse experienced multiple
forms of abuse perpetrated by a
current or former partner”

2%

of Australians who used a
dating app or website

1 ? <
experienced sexual violence
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Family, domestic and sexual

violence practitioners

reported seeing more video

cameras and tracking apps
a
being used since 2015

People most at risk

People who are at greater risk of experiencing technology-facilitated abuse as part of family, domestic and sexual

violence include:

Women
and girls

Technology enables
perpetrators of abuse
tc exert power and
control over victim-
survivors in a variety
of ways

Aboriginal and
Torres Strait
Islander women

a
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Women from culturally
and linguistically diverse
backgrounds

Women with
disability

Impacts

Constant surveillance
can prevent victim-
survivors from
undertaking daily
activities or
contacting support
services

Victim-survivors of
technology-facilitated
abuse can experience
amplified levels of fear
as a result of control
and harassment

Women in
rural areas

LGBTQI+
people

Victim-survivors of
technology-facilitated
abuse can experience
mental health issues,
with hypervigilance and
ongoing fear leading to
anxiety and PTSD
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Overview

Preventing Tech-Based Abuse of Women Grants Program

Part of the Australian Government’'s commitment to end gender-based violence in one generation under
the National Plan to End Violence Against Women and Children

$10 million in funding over 5 years, across 3 rounds, supporting NGOs and universities to develop,
trial, and evaluate pilot projects

Focused on preventing technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV), including image-
based abuse, digital stalking, financial abuse via apps, and harassment through digital platforms

16 projects funded to date, addressing diverse forms of digital violence and tailored to specific cohorts
Includes dedicated funding for First Nations—led projects and men and boys—focused initiatives
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Our evaluative
approach
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Purpose of the Evaluation

Develop a comprehensive evaluation strategy for the PTAWG Program to guide monitoring and evaluation at
both initiative and project levels

Program-Level
Focus

* Evaluate the overall
effectiveness of the
Program, not individual
rounds or projects.

Support for
Grantees

* Enable grant recipients
to evaluate their own
projects.

* Develop tools,
guidance, and
standardised data
collection frameworks

Theory-driven,
realist approach

* Use a theory-driven
and best-practice
approach to assess
gender-based violence
(GBV) prevention
approaches.

» Testing a range of

Alignment &
Opportunity

» Align with the National
Plan to End Violence
Against Women and
Children.

Evidence
Generation

» Capture implementation
lessons to drive
program improvements

« Contribute to the global
evidence base on what
works to prevent tech-
facilitated abuse of

to ensure consistency diverse approaches to women.
and comparability prevention at an
individual project level in
different contexts
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What we did

Critical revision
of program
theory, theory
of change and
program logic

Data
matrix

Data
collection
strategy

Capacity
building with
grantees
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What we learnt
along the way
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Conceptualising prevention
Using a theory-based approach

Prevention frameworks focused on population-
level shifts in social norms, attitudes behaviours by

addressing drivers of violence Program design

Challenge in drawing plausible causal links
between substantive program activities and these

broader prevention goals

What changes will feasibly be observable at s
program level and what are the necessary

. activation
conditions - ground up approach e

Generalisation of program theory to account for

diversity

Using a systems lens to theorise what conditions
necessary for program’s broader contribution as

part of a preventative system

Broader prevention goals

Increased online participation
of women in private and public

life

Social norms start to shift so
that online spaces allow for
more equitable participation
and benefit for women and men.

Shifts in social norms so that it
does not feel normal or
acceptable to either use or
experience acts of TFGBV

Gradual breaking down of male-
to-male peer norms that make
the use of violence, online or in
real life, feel acceptable

Reduction in men's use of
controlling behaviours online or
via tech-products
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Program level theo
J v Program level change

Building a preventative system

Research and
Organisations
v

and workforce
Change
activation
Individuals
Change

Capabilities

Community

Opportunities

Motivations

Broader
goals

Approach derived from Harries, E., Hodgson, L., & Noble, J. (2014). Creating your theory of change: NPC’s
11 practical guide. New Philanthropy Capital.
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Broader prevention goals

Increased online participation
of women in private and public
life

Social norms start to shift so
that online spaces allow for
more equitable participation
and benefit for women and men.

Shifts in social norms so that it
does not feel normal or
acceptable to either use or
experience acts of TFGBV

Gradual breaking down of male-
to-male peer norms that make
the use of violence, online or in
real life, feel acceptable

Reduction in men's use of
controlling behaviours online or
via tech-products
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Tailoring for diversity

Working with round one grantees and projecting for future rounds

Designing for
varied capabilities
and evaluation
cultures

Generalising and Building alignment
adaptation of in data
programme theory collection/reporting

Ground up theory-
building

Allowing flexibility Testing and
to tailor for different capacity building Ethical guidance
audiences activities
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The emergent
nature of
TFGBV —
centring
knowledge and
evidence
generation

Emergent field for prevention — limited understanding of dynamics
Evaluative learnings to test hypotheses across interdisciplinary approaches

Understanding evidence and knowledge production as central condition in
program theory for activating a preventative system

Using burgeoning evidence to iterate program theory and implementation for
future rounds

Using program theory to understand broader suite of prevention work —

supporting design in TFGBV

Program
contributions to
preventative system

Testing, iterating and
revising

Documenting
learnings

Defining activities and
outputs
Theorising causal
Abstracting pathways and
mechanisms :
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Thank you

* Ani Lamont
Ani.Lamont@esafety.gov.au

« Stephen Cuttriss
stephencuttriss@srcentre.com.au
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