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Valuing Sustainability Future Science Platform

“Works across industries and 

communities”

“Co-designs and co-

develops science and 

technology” “Underpin rigorous measures” “Measures are useable 

and impactful”

“Create multiple 

knowledge platforms”

“Facilitating data dialogue 
between science and 

decision-makers”

“Evidence based 
sustainability”

“Leading to better outcomes 
for our land, water and 

people.”
“Integrated at different scales”

“Builds the next generation of 
science”

https://research.csiro.au/vsfsp/

Valuing Sustainability Future Science Platform
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Disciplinary vs. inter-disciplinary vs. multi-disciplinary vs. transdisciplinary, represented by fruit. Diagram credit: Emily Nastase
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• Formative

• Multi-method, triangulating data

• Contribution to change in place of attribution

• Creating space for reflexivity and learning

• Impacts beyond scientific publications

Implications for evaluation 



Valuing Sustainability Future Science Platform Impact Pathway
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Valuing Sustainability Future Science Platform Impact Pathway



Projects are weaving together various 
disciplines, networks, values and 
individuals. As a result, each project 
will follow a unique trajectory 
through the Impact Pathway. 
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Valuing Sustainability Future Science Platform Impact Pathway



Early Career Researchers - Self-reported confidence levels 

(2023 VS FSP survey, n=13 2024 VS FSP survey, n=16)

15%
19% 38%

31% 23% 50% 46%
63%

23%
44% 31%

63% 62% 44% 38% 38%

62% 38%
31%

6%
15% 6%

15%

2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024

Conflict resolution Managing
relationships

Facilitating
participatory processes

Communicating
research to diverse

audience

Very or quite confident Somewhat confident Not at all or a little confident



Proportion of researchers rating activities as ‘significantly’ or ‘severely’ challenging

(2023 survey, n=45, 2024 survey, n=34)

39%

11%
5%

71%

41% 41%

Managing the time demands of
coordinating transdisciplinary

research

Pressure to publish results Supporting early career
researchers in progressing their

careers after VS FSP

2023 2024



4. External context

2. Interdisciplinary teams

1. Individuals

3. Organisational context

Outcomes and 
impact



Key points

• Need for transdisciplinary efforts to 
tackle the multiple interconnected 
challenges we face

• This requires a new set of skills, 
capabilities and facilitating institutional 
environments

• Evaluation has a key role to play in not 
only demonstrating impact in complex 
settings but also contributing to ongoing 
learning





Some background literature



Redman and Wiek (2021)
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