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Session aims

This session aims to equip attendees with:

1. Knowledge of citizen science approaches and how they have been applied.

2. Understanding of the potential benefits and challenges of undertaking citizen 
science projects, and practical considerations for their use.

3. Ability to identify the types of research questions and projects that citizen 
science approaches may be amenable to.



Introduction to citizen science
Dr Yvonne Laird



What is citizen science?
Evaluation questions

Evaluation design

Collecting data

Interpreting data

Communicating findings

Research conducted, in 
whole or in part, by 

members of the public



Spectrum of involvement
Define a question/issue

Co-created 

Gather information
Develop explanations

Collaborative

Design data collection methods
Collect samples

Contributory
Analyse samples
Analyse data
Interpret data/conclude
Disseminate findings
Discuss results/inquire further





What is citizen science? 

Community 
engagement

Collaborative 
research CBPR Photovoice

Participatory 
action research

Public 
engagement

Patient & Public 
Involvement Crowdsourcing

Citizen 
ethnography Co-design Community 

science Civic science



Why do citizen science?
• Access to ‘hard to reach’ data
• New perspectives on problems and solutions
• Time, effort, and labour

Resources

• Better public understanding of science
• Increased public support for research and policy
• Empowered citizens, increased self-efficacy and social 

capital

Engagement, 
education, 
outreach

• Gives citizens a stake in issues that concern them
• Gives citizens input/control over research process
• Ensures research addresses community needs and 

local contextual factors (e.g. culture, language) 

Democratisation 
of research



Why did we do Citizen Science at Wellbeing SA? (Utility)

OFFICIAL: [

Capire Consulting Group (2015) accessed 22 April 2022 at Publications | Capire

https://capire.com.au/impact/publications/




The Citizen Science in Prevention Project

Evaluating 
community 

gardens

Wellbeing SA

Implementation 
partners: 
Playford Council, 
Salisbury Council

Evaluating an 
urban 

regeneration

SWSLHD

Implementation
partners: 
Campbelltown 
Council

Monitoring 
unhealthy 
marketing

VicHealth

Implementation
partners: 
Monash University, 
University of 
Queensland

Auditing
rural

walkability

Tasmanian 
PHS

Implementation 
partners: 
University of 
Tasmania



UPROAR
Piloting a citizen science 
approach for auditing rural 
walkability in Tasmania

Dr Kim Jose   Kate Garvey 



Project extension with funding 
Medical Research Future Fund

Citizen science in Healthy Tasmania 
Strategy 2022-2026



Perceptions of accessibility of the northern Adelaide 
community gardens – Wellbeing SA

OFFICIAL



What did we learn? (Feasibility)

OFFICIAL:

n Topic/content

n Capacity/resourcing

n Diverse skills sets needed

n Recruitment – implications

n Diversity of citizens



Group Discussion: 
Opportunities for citizen 
science as an evaluation 
approach



Discussion 

1. Consider how you might use a citizen science approach as part of your work

§ What topics/projects might lend themselves to a citizen science 
approach?

2. What are the potential benefits and challenges of using a citizen science 
approach? 



Building capacity for citizen science in prevention

Community 
of practice

Resources

Workshops





Get in touch

Dr Yvonne Laird
Yvonne.Laird@sydney.edu.au

Katherine Pontifex
Katherine.Pontifex@sa.gov.au

Citizen science in Prevention project team:
citsciprevention.project@sydney.edu.au

Project page:
https://preventioncentre.org.au/our-work/research-
projects/harnessing-the-power-of-citizen-science-for-
prevention/

mailto:Yvonne.Laird@sydney.edu.au
mailto:Katherine.Pontifex@sa.gov.au
mailto:citsciprevention.project@sydney.edu.au
https://preventioncentre.org.au/our-work/research-projects/harnessing-the-power-of-citizen-science-for-prevention/
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