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What I will cover

 Widening participation programs in Australia

 Challenges around evaluation of programs
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Source: Student progression via multiple pathways (adapted from A.B.S. 2010, 22).

Student Progression via Multiple Pathways
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Research Question

This study

“How do we measure the success of 

equity initiatives that attract, support and 

retain students from all backgrounds into 

higher education?”
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Methodology

 Case Study

 What?

 How? 

 Why?

 Data Collection

 Semi-structured Interviews

 Document Analysis

 Researcher Journal
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Background

This study



10/3/2016

4

Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology
CRICOS Provider Code 00301J

 2008 review of Higher Education (HE) System

 Bradley Review (Review of Australian Higher Education)

 Findings:

 HE central to high standard of living

 HE sector major contributor to skilled workforce

 All citizens must benefit

Background
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Equity Groups in Australia

 Low socio-economic 
status (LSES) students

 Indigenous students 

 Students from regional 
and remote areas 

 Students with disability

 Women in non-traditional 
areas of study, and

 Students from non-English 
speaking backgrounds 
(NESB students)
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 Higher Education Participation and Partnerships 
Programme (HEPPP)

 Participation: increase uptake by LSES students

 Partnerships: partner with schools and vocational 
institutions

 National Priorities Pool: national and institutional level 
projects

Higher Education Support Act (2003)
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 Primary and Secondary school visits and activities

 University campus visits and activities

 Open Days / Career Expos

 Community events

 Student Ambassadors

 A Day in the Life

 Professional development for school teachers
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 University Preparation Programs

 Pre degree programs

 Multiple Pathways

 Online and Face to face

 Mentoring Programs
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 Mentors

 Financial support

 Student Housing

 Counselling

 Learning Centres
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Access and Participation in Higher Education:
Outreach | Access | Support
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Partnerships in Higher Education
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Findings:
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Practitioner backgrounds
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Challenges

 Lack of evaluation skills

 80% of staff reported not being confident about evaluating 
their programs
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Building Capacity
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Time 
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Staff Mobility
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Ideal Outcomes

 More support for practitioners

 Develop capacity of practitioners

 Embed an Evaluation Specialist

 Longer term HEPPP funding
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Thank you
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Thank you

 How to reach me:

 Email:
Jenny.devries@curtin.edu.au

 Twitter: @jendevries67

 Website:
ncsehe.edu.au/contact/


