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He on the side of 
technology wins

- Napoleon



All the biggest technological 
inventions of man – the airplane, 
the automobile, the computer –
says little about his intelligence, 

but speaks volume about his 
laziness

- Mark Kennedy



www.npr.org www.textually.org



www.groundcontrol.com www.cdint.org





Mobile Data Collection – targeted 
gathering of structured information 
using devices such as 
smartphones, PDAs or tablets.

- Jung, 2011



NOMAD: Mobile Data Collection Systems – A review 
of the current state of the field
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Key Evaluation Questions

1. Are the items distributed during the project used for 
their intended purpose?

2. Are the items distributed of satisfactory quality?

3. Are the hygiene promotion activities conducted as part 
of the project effective?
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Question Results

Hygiene kits Tarpaulin/ Plastic 
Sheets

Hygiene Promotion

Were the kits used for their 
intended purpose?

Yes – 100% of the 
kits were used for 
their intended 
purpose

Yes ‐ 87% of 
respondents used 
the tarps. 13% 
kept them for 
future use

N/A

Are items satisfactory from 
the community 
perspective?

Yes – 99% of 
respondents are 
satisfied 

Yes – 100% of the 
respondents are 
satisfied

N/A

Are the hygiene promotion 
activities conducted as part 
of the project effective?

N/A N/A Yes‐ 97% of the respondents 
expressed understanding of 
proper hygiene
96% were able to answer
correctly the knowledge 
question for proper hygiene



Key Lessons in Setting Up a MDCS in the Disaster Response 
Setting:

1. Having a free software does not mean that an organisation 
can simply just use it.

2. Consider cost vs benefit 
3. Create a user guideline
4. Efficiency in questionnaire design
5. PRE‐TEST!
6. Make sure you have a back‐up
7. Safety first – use common sense



Thank you very much!


