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Title:  
 
Towards Tāne Mahuta – Aotearoa New Zealand evaluators reflect on their practice 
when working with Māori 
 
A poster 
 
 
 
 
Abstract   
 
An important component of ‘good practice’ evaluation in Aotearoa / New Zealand (and 
Australia) includes having the competence and the capability to use culturally 
appropriate processes. In New Zealand there are particular and specific ‘culturally 
appropriate’ processes that apply when evaluating programmes by, for and with Māori.  
Good practice guidelines exist, such as the Social Policy Evaluation and Research 
(SPEAR) Best Practice Guidelines Māori.  

In June 2008 the Wellington region of the AES held a half day facilitated discussion to 
reflect on the New Zealand Social Policy Evaluation & Research (SPEAR) good practice 
guidelines for evaluation with Māori.  
 
This poster is a visual report back of the learning from this workshop. It is intended that 
the poster will engage a wider audience in informal discussion of the issues as they 
relate to evaluation practice in Australasia.  
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Justification Statement  
 
This workshop is relevant to all three sub-themes of the conference (‘value for whom?’, 
‘whose values?’ and ‘optimising value’). An important component of ‘good practice’ 
evaluation in Aotearoa / New Zealand (and Australia) includes having the competence 
and the capability to use culturally appropriate processes. In New Zealand there are 
particular and specific ‘culturally appropriate’ processes that apply when evaluating 
programmes by, for and with Māori.  Good practice guidelines exist, such as the Social 
Policy Evaluation and Research (SPEAR) Best Practice Guidelines Māori, but to date 
there have been few opportunities for evaluators to discuss and reflect on these 
guidelines and principles in relation to their own evaluation practice.  
 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
The poster sits alongside two other ‘events’ planned at the AES Perth conference: 

• A facilitated workshop ‘Professional development reflective practice exercise: 
evaluators’ engagement with ‘good practice’ guidelines for evaluation with 
indigenous peoples’ 

• A symposium to report on and gain input to the activities undertaken by the AES 
in the past year to advance its Indigenous strategy to improve the conduct of 
evaluation of in and with Indigenous peoples. 

 
The poster will also contribute to strategic work being undertaken in New Zealand by the 
AES and ANZEA to progress the development of good practice guidelines for Māori. 
 
 
 
 
Acceptance of Expectations for Proposers  
 
Please read the section below and cross  [X] the ‘Yes’ button at the end of this section 
to confirm that you are aware of the expectations for submitting proposals to the AES 
2008 Conference  (If using a hard copy form please sign below). 
 

1.  I understand that if my proposal is accepted, I and, for symposia, all other 
presenters (not other co-authors) for the session must register for and attend 
the AES 2008 Conference.  

 
2.  I understand that whether my proposal is accepted or rejected, I will need to 

contact all other presenters and co-authors identified in this proposal and 
notify them of the status of the proposal. 
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3.  I understand that each person whose contact information is provided in this 
proposal may be listed, with contact information, in the hardcopy and online 
conference program unless I contact the conference organisers prior to 31 July, 
2008 and specifically request that a person’s contact information not be 
included. Thus, I will notify each of the people listed that his or her contact 
information may be made public in these ways and will secure his or her 
permission. 

 
4.  I understand that this proposal and presenter information is expected to be 

accurate as submitted and that if I or any other person listed on this proposal 
should need to make changes they will be done at the discretion of the AES 
before 31 July, 2008.   

 
I have read the above four points and understand and accept these expectations 
associated with submitting this proposal. 
 
 [x]    YES        [    ]    NO 
 
 
 
 
 


