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communities



Pic of Munda



Pic of Munda



Pic of Munda



Pic of Munda



Pic of Munda



Pic of Munda



WARNING

With permission, this presentation includes 
images and voices of people who have passed away



Agenda
1. Introduction to Children’s Ground
2. About Children’s Ground’s First Nations leadership in 

research and evaluation
3. Interactive session 1: Principles of First Nations cultural 

safety, design and leadership at all levels
4. Interactive session 2: Share and discussion
5. Reflection



A quick introduction to 
Children’s Ground





Communities leading Children’s Ground

Central Australia: 

• Irrkerlantye (White Gate) 

• Yarrenyty Arltere 
(Larapinta Valley)

• Uyenpere Atwatye 
(Hidden Valley)

• Mpweringke Anapipe 
outstations

• Amengkwerne – Walk & 
Talk (community 
engagement) 

Top End: 

• Darwin communities

• 15 Mile

• Knuckey Lagoon

• Minmarama/Kulaluk

• Marlkawo - West 
Arnhem Land



The Children’s Ground Approach





“We’ve been following 
government nearly all our lives – 
this is a new beginning. We are 
following a new path, our own 
path as First Nations people for 
the future of our children. At 
Children’s Ground, the 
community are taking the lead. 
We are very proud of that. We 
are the government of 
ourselves.”

M.K. Turner, OAM, Arrernte 
Professor, Elder, Law Woman.
Ampe-kenhe Ahelhe Director 
Children’s Ground



First Nations led 
evaluation



“Aboriginal people have 
been researched to 
death. It’s now time to 
research ourselves back 
to life.”

William Tilmouth
Senior Arrernte Leader
Chair of the Board
Children’s Ground 



Cultural 
Evaluation 

Frameworks 
Measuring 

progress from a cultural 
perspective

Cultural KPIs

Cultural teaching and 
learning
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Research & Evaluation Principles
1. The right to control and own
2. Trust and respect 
3. Community leadership and participation from start to end
4. Local context and knowledge must be privileged
5. Creating knowledge together
6. Knowledge into action and impact, ensuring what we learn 

is used to improve lives
7. Only undertake research and evaluation that is of benefit 

to the participants and their communities/groups 



Let’s discuss and share feedback on:

What does this principle mean to you?

How do you relate to these principles in 
your work?
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