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   EPA Victoria ï 40 years old in 2011 

 

Created to fix environmental problems of 1970s 
Russ, Peter; Tanner, Lindsay. (1978) The politics of pollution. Camberwell, VIC: Widescope. ISBN 

0-869-32072-6. (186 pages) 
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   EPA Victoria 

 

Largely addressed, early 21st Century problems are different 



More extreme 
weather events; sea 

level rises & 
inundation 

 

Increasing Urbanisation Rainfall & 
Temperature 

Changes 

Rapid Technology Changes 

Climatic Variability 

Increased Consumption Disparate aspirations, 
engagement & capacity to 
act for the environment 

Social Change 

Increasingly community 
amenity (qual of life) & 

wellbeing affected 

Increased resource 
extraction, use and 

waste 

Higher density living 

Economic Growth Population Growth 

Change in quality & quantity of 
resources available & resilience of 

natural systems 

 

 
  

 

 

 

And will continue to changeé 



   Stevensonôs Road Landfill 



   Stevensonôs Road Landfill 2010 



   Stevensonôs Road Landfill 1992-2011 

Ombudsmanôs Inquiry 

1. Approval for the landfill 

2. Management of the landfill 

3. EPA enforcement in 

relation to the landfill 

4. Planning decisions 

affecting the estate 

5. Safety of residents in the 

estate 

http://www.ombudsman.vic. 

gov.au/resources/documents/

Brookland_Greens_Estate1.

pdf Victorian Auditor General 

Hazardous Waste 

Contaminated Land www.audit.vic.gov.au/ 



     EPA response 2010-11 

&é 

5 year plan 

Business System Reform 

Culture Transformation 

Etc etc 

 



     Clear mandate, need and  

      action for change 

 

But into 
what,  
and how? 
 



Thoughts from a 
Human Ecology perspective 



Marten, G. 2001 Human 

Ecology, Earthscan 
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 Climate change as co-evolution 

 

http://www.garnautreview.org.au/chp9.htm 



 Climate change as co-evolution 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-

HJ7Ked42uQo/TV1n984y1eI/AAAAAAAAAIw/PidY0EHcPH8/s1600/Energy%2BIntensity%2Band%2BPer%2

BCapita%2BGDP.jpg 



 Climate change as co-evolution 

 

VIC-DPC, 2007, Understanding the Potential to Reduce Victoriaôs 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Victorian Government. 



 Climate change as co-evolution 

 

Dennis, R; Hamilton C. 2000, Tracking Well-being in Australia: The Genuine Progress Indicator 2000, The 

Australia Institute, No. 35, December. 



 

 

 

Rockström, J., W. Steffen, K. Noone, Å. Et al. 2009. Planetary boundaries:exploring the safe operating space for 

humanity. Ecology and Society 14(2): 32. [online] URL: http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol14/iss2/art32/c 

Global environmental problems of the 21st C 



Government and social change 

Michie et al. The behaviour change wheel:  A new method for characterising and designing behaviour change interventions 

Implementation Science 2011, 6:42.  http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/42 (23 April 2011) 



Government and social change 

Michie et al. The behaviour change wheel:  A new method for characterising and designing behaviour change interventions 

Implementation Science 2011, 6:42.  http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/42 (23 April 2011) 



Thoughts from a  
Reflexive Modernity 

perspective 
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Sense-making 

Leunig 1984 
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necity.com/ros
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Reflexive modernity 

Latour, Bruno 2004, Politics of nature, Harvard. 

Facts 

(Nature) 

Values 

(Society) 

Science Politics 

OLD 

Instrumentally rational decision making 


