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Tasmanian Evaluators’ Forum 2006
Friday 25 August 2006

9:30 am – 4.30 pm 

Hobart Function and Conference Centre 

Elizabeth St Pier, Hobart

Forum fee: $75 non-members ($50 AES members), inc GST
Overview

Evaluation is a broad term for a range of project, program and organisational management activities.  Chances are, if you are interested in performance monitoring, auditing, outcomes realisation, KPIs, process improvement or simply getting a clearer picture of how your business works and affects change, then you’re doing evaluation.

The inaugural Tasmanian Evaluators’ Forum aims to raise the profile of evaluation in the state through creating a dialogue about the discipline.  The speakers will canvass intermediate topics in evaluation; from the planning stage, to execution and reporting.   The presentations will be engaging and useful to practitioners in the private, government, education and the community sectors.
The presenters at the forum are:

· Kathy Kuryl, Program Manager, Department of Premier and Cabinet

· Simon Andrews, Senior Auditor, Tasmanian Audit Office

· Geoff Fisher, Assistant Director, Tasmanian Audit Office

· Professor Frank Vanclay, Research Fellow, Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research
· David O’Brien, Assistant Director, Australian Bureau of Statistics

· Dr Ray Rist, Senior Evaluation Officer, World Bank

Forum objectives:
· To promote wider appreciation of evaluation methodology and techniques

· To increase the profile of evaluation as a discipline

· To develop a network of evaluation practitioners in Tasmania

· To promote the Australasian Evaluation Society by demonstrating the take-home value of AES activities to the core business of attendees.

Inquiries: AES, tel: 02 62629093, or email: aes@aes.asn.au 

Presenter Profiles
Kathy Kuryl has over 30 years experience working for the Tasmanian Government as a high school teacher, Curriculum and Assessment Manager and more recently as the Manager of the Better Practice and Project Services programs within the Tasmanian Department of Premier and Cabinet.   Kathy will discuss her experiences with the development and adoption of the Tasmanian Government Project Management framework, including how the success of this initiative was and continues to be monitored and evaluated. Kathy will also describe the approach to evaluation as currently outlined in the project management guidelines and seek feedback on this approach. 

Simon Andrews has been with the Tasmanian Audit Office now for over four years and is currently a Senior Auditor with the Performance Audit section.  Prior to working with the Tasmanian Audit Office, Simon worked for the ANZ Bank in a number of areas including business lending and high risk portfolio management before managing a suburban branch.  The Performance Audit team has made a concerted attempt to better engage with parliamentarians over recent years by delivering a presentation at Parliament House on tabling day, to give politicians an opportunity to question and directly interact with staff from the Audit Office.  Simon's presentation will be on a tabled performance audit and will include findings and reactions to recommendations made.

Geoff Fisher is currently Assistant Director of the Performance Audit section at the Tasmanian Audit Office. Geoff describes himself as a generalist and certainly not as a 'bean counter'.  Wishing to encourage the readership and increase the relevance of those reports, Geoff has aimed for continuous improvement in editing and publishing standards. The approach has involved 'building on the knowledge' of peers in other Australian Audit Offices, as well as using consultants to benchmark the Tasmanian product.   Geoff would like to share some of his observations and experiences in trying to produce better reports.
Professor Frank Vanclay is a Professional Fellow in rural and environmental sociology at the University of Tasmania.  He is past President of the International Rural Sociology Association.  His key research interests are rural and agricultural sociology, natural resource management, social impact assessment, and community development.  Professor Vanclay is a prolific academic, and received the research excellence award from the Charles Sturt University before relocating to Tasmania.  Professor Vanclay will speak on limitations of the Triple Bottom Line approach to impact assessment.

David O’Brien is Assistant Director in the Tasmanian Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics.  Through the Tasmanian office the ABS provides services to the Tasmanian Government and community, and, in addition, undertakes national collection activities for Agriculture, Environment and Energy statistics.  The Tasmanian ABS office has also worked on the development of a set of headline indicators and the provision of strategic advice on the development of a Tasmanian community survey.  David will discuss the construction and management of indicator frameworks.

Dr Ray C. Rist is a Senior Evaluation Officer in the World Bank.  His previous position in the Bank was as Evaluation Advisor and Head of the Evaluation and Scholarship Unit of the World Bank Institute.  His career has included fifteen years in the United States Government with appointments in both the Executive and Legislative branches.  Dr. Rist was the Senior Fulbright Fellow at the Max Planck Institute in Berlin, Germany in 1976 and 1977.  He has authored, edited, or co-edited 25 books, written more than 135 articles, and has lectured in more than 70 countries.  He serves on the editorial boards of nine professional journals.  Dr Rist will discuss trends in evaluation, specifically the shift from report-based evaluation to continual assessment.
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Special requirements
Please advise of any special requirements regarding health, physical disabilities, diet etc.

Tax Invoice

ABN: 13 886 280 969
Please note: This document will be a ‘Tax Invoice’ when you make payment

Please keep a copy for your records

Fees
AES members
$50 (incl GST)
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Non-members
$75 (incl GST)
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Payment Method

Cheques should be made payable to:  AES

Credit card
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( Visa
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( Amex
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Expiry Date_______________
Signature______________________________

Please return with payment by Friday 18 August 2006 to

AES




Fax  02 6262 9095

PO Box 5223 



Tel  02 6262 9093

Lyneham ACT 2602, Australia

Email  aes@aes.asn.au
Cancellation policy:  All cancellations should be in writing.  A cancellation fee of $50 will apply prior to 18 August 2006 and there will be no refund after closing date or for non-arrivals.  Registrations may be transferred to another person without penalty, unless the transfer is from a member to a non-member, when an additional fee will apply.
Non-members:  May we use your contact details to provide information on future AES events?  Yes  (    No  (
Details will not be provided to any other party or on-sold to any other organisation or individual.
